
Villa Adjuvant Tip of the Month

Different companies follow different 

approaches with adjuvants. Some follow 

the in-can approach, where the adjuvant 

is included in the crop protection product 

(CPP) formulation, while others follow the 

tank-mix approach. Although many of 

Villa’s CPP formulations do contain 

adjuvants, we often follow the tank-mix 

approach. We believe that the tank-

mixing of adjuvants has more pros than 

cons and it gives the CPP the best 

possible chance of success.

AAddvvaannttaaggeess  ooff  tthhee  ttaannkk--mmiixx  aapppprrooaacchh  
Tank-mixing of adjuvants gives one the 

flexibility to choose an adjuvant for a 

specific crop or pest situation. Certain 

Villa CPP labels may therefore have a 

different adjuvant recommendation for 

specific crops, like when the leaves are 

waxy, or the pest is difficult to reach.

Adjuvant rates can also be adjusted for 

certain crop situations, for example a CPP 

applied to a row crop may need a much 

higher percentage of adjuvant than the 

same CPP applied to an orchard crop. 
The tank-mix approach therefore gives 

one the opportunity to adjust the adjuvant 

recommendation per specific situation.

Adjuvant rates can also be adjusted for 

specific spray water situations. Water 

sources are different and it is important 

to choose the water conditioner rate per 

specific situation. The in-can approach is 

less flexible and the amount of adjuvant 

will therefore vary as the rate of the CPP 

is changed. The flexibility that one gets 

with tank-mix adjuvants must obviously be 

backed up by CPP label recommendations.

DDiissaaddvvaannttaaggeess  ooff  ttaannkk--mmiixx  aaddjjuuvvaannttss  
Although we generally prefer the tank-

mix approach, there are also some 

disadvantages associated with this.

The main problem is that it gives the 

end-user the opportunity to replace the 

recommended adjuvant with another 

product. This is a major concern as we 

have seen numerous cases where this 

has resulted in inefficacy and even 

phytotoxicity.

It is vitally important to stick to the label 

recommended adjuvant and rate and not 

to deviate from this approach. If the label 

recommended adjuvant is not available, 

please consult your Villa marketing advisor 

for advice. The replacement of the 
registered adjuvant with another product 

is an extremely risky practice and it should 

be avoided at all costs.

VViillllaa’’ss  ssttaannccee

Villa invests a huge amount of resources 

into developing the correct adjuvant for 

each CPP recommendation. We firmly 

believe that the tank-mix approach to 

adjuvants is the most practical as it gives 

us the flexibility to make the most 

effective recommendation for each 

situation.

It is important to stick to the label 

recommended adjuvant and rate. Failure 

to do so could result in inadequate control 

and even crop damage. Consult your Villa 

marketing advisor when in doubt, before 

using the incorrect adjuvant.

Contact Brian de Villiers for more information 
on adjuvants and water quality 082 880 0974 
or bdevilliers@villacrop.co.za
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